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Extract of a Letter from the Rev. 
Mr. Davies to the Rev. Mr. B. 


1751. 


. = 8 w 3 of the 
ſe, Progreſs, a eſent Situation 
of Reign in Virginia, nn not only 
ratify good people, but animate their 
or us, I ſhould charge myſelf with a 
criminal neglect by delaying or refuſing to 
publiſh the marvellous Works of the Lord 
Among us. | 


My deſign, Sir, is not to boaſt of Proſe- 


lytes, or to aſperſe the church of England here 
eſtabliſhed, but I hope I may obſerve, with- 
out the umbrage of calumny, what glares 
with irreſiſtible evidence, that Religion has 
been, and in moſt parts of the colony ſtill is, 


in a very low ftate; various Vices are trium- 


phant, and even a form of Godlineſs is not 
common. I cannot find there has been a 


* 


e Mliniſter fertled in Virginia, till 
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4 LETTERS from the 
lately, ſince its firſt plantation; and many of 
the popukee knew Nttle or nothing of any 
denomination, but that in Which they had 
been educated.. g Li | 5 

I have reaſon to hope, Sir, that there are 
and have been a few Names in various parts 
of .the colony, who are ſincerely ſeeking the 
Lord in the communion of the” church of 
England: A few of this happy character 1 
found in and about Hanover before the late 
revival of Religion. Such were awakened, 
as they told me, either by their own ſerious 
Reflect ions, ſuggeſted and enforced by divin 

. energy, or on reading ſome Authors of che laſt 

century, particularly Bolmn, Barter, Ahuel, 
Bunyan, &c. and they often wonderetd if there 
were ſuch doctrines taught any where in the 
world at preſent, as they found in the writings 
of theſe good men. In this caſe about 
ten or twelve perſons, who are now members 
of my congregation, continued for ſome time. 
One Mr. Samuel Morris, a perſon of an ac- 
tive, ſociable ſpirit, who had been extremely 
anxious about his eternal ſtate, and unwea- 
riedly ſeeking relief by all means within hig 
reach, at length obtained a diſcovery of tat 
lorious method of Salvation through JESUS 
CHRIST, to which finners from all the ends 
of the earth look, and are javedy and where - 
they univerſally agree to fix all their hopes, 
After this diſcovery of the Goſpel, his ſoul 
was anxious for the ſalvation of his neigh; 
bours, and inflamed with zeal to "uſe means 
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to awaken them; to which end he readita | 


»„n„ „% „„ ww — . 


: 


* 
* 


. 
- 
— v ··˙ As ——— 


„ them ſuch authors as had been moſt. uſefulte” 
= > * =  &@ + — * -= $4 * # 4 walk. 
= : - 2 "= 1 * 
1 ö K-23 St. % 
* 1 2 % . * 2 I 
n Ae "1. a — 
. 
2 * % 
1 7 f . 
2 # 4 DART 
3 bl "IE. 7721 
% 3% * N * * 
* WE } *.. . 
N 4 
5 - * * * 4 ht 
$4.6 nad LE ſy | 
7 1 | 1 
4 2a 2 Dee 


Rev. Mr. DAvizs, &c! 3 
himſelf; by theſe means a few of his __ 
bours were made more htful about Re- 
ligion than uſual, who had lived, till then, 
in a careleſs ignorance of it. J have pre- 
vailed, Sir, with this my good friend, who 
was the principal private inſtrument of pro- 
moting the revival of 1 to give me 
a narrative of its Riſe and Progreſs from this 
period till my ſettlement here, which I here 


| preſent to you. | 
In the year 1743, a young Gentleman 


c“ arrived from Scotland, with a book of the 
Rev. Mr. Whitefield*s ſermons preached in 
Glaſgow, taken from his mouth in ſhort- 
hand, which, after I had read with great 
liking and benefit, I invited my neighbours 
to come and hear: The plainneſs, popu- 
larity, and fervency of the diſcourſes __ 
« peculiarly fitted to affect our unimproved 
« minds, and the Lord rendring the word ef- 

« ficacious, many were convinced of their 
« undone condition, and conſtrained to ſeek 
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„ deliverance with the greateſt ſolicitude. A 


« conſiderable number met every Sabbath to 


hear theſe ſermons; my dwelling. houſe was 
„too ſmall to contain the people, where- 


„% upon we determined to build a Meeting- 


„ houſe, meerly for Reading. By this ſingle 


« mean ſundry were ſolemnly awakened, and 


« their conduct ever ſince is a living atteſta- 


<« tion of the happy iſſue of their impreſſions, 
When the report of theſe ſermons. and the 
effect produced by reading them was ſpread 
$ abroad, I was invited to {everal places o 


Ata chem, at a conſiderable diſtance ; and 
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6 LETTERS from the 

ce by this means the concern was propagated. 
* — Thus we continued till Providence af 
c forded us an unexpected opportunity ' of 
„% hearing the Rev. Mr. Robinſon," a zealous, \ 
<« faithful miniſter of Chriſt, whoſe labours 
& have been greatly bleſſed in Pennfilvanias 
% Maryland, and other Parts. 

[| "42:46 Having ſome information of him, he 
1 &* had an invitation ſent him to come and 
| + preach to us. He continued with us preach- 
ing four days ſucceſfively. It is hard for 
1 * this livelieſt imagination to form an image 
= - of the condition of the aſſembly on theſe 


| << glorious days of the Son of Man. Such 
- * of us as had been hungring after the Word 


| 
| before, were loſt in an agreeable confuſion 
| | «6 of ſerious Paſſions, ſurprized, aſtoniſhed; 
| 
| 


. << pleaſed, enraptured! So that we were hardly» 
<< capable of ſelf-government. We were over- 
| „ whelmed with the thoughts of the unex- 
* « pected goodneſs of Gon, in allowing us 
[| c to hear the Goſpel preached in a manner 
| | «© that even ſurpaſſed our former wiſhes, much 
1 4 more our hopes. Many that came thro? 
ll  < curioſity were pricked to the heart, and but 
= « few in the numerous aſſemblies on theſe 
<« four days appeared unaffected.— Before he 
„ left us, he put us into a method of praying 
« and ſinging together at our publick meet" 
„ ings, which we had before omitted. : +; +» 
We were afterwards occaſionally viſued 
[| e by the Rey: Meſſ. J. Blam, Fabn Rodng' 
[| « Gilbert and William Tennant, &c, whoſe ' 
[| <« ſervices were greatly proſpered. In-whoſe* 
bj « abſence-we W to our former waꝝ 
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« Reading, &c. The bleſſing of Gop re- 
00 markably attended theſe private means: It 
vas y aſtoniſhing to obferve the fo- 
«:temn —— begun and continued in 
many by hearing good diſcourſes rad. I 
« had repeated invitations to come to many 
& places round, ſome of them thirty ar forty 
c miles diſtant, to read, Conſiderable num- 
„ bers attended with, eager. attention, and 
& ſundry, were, in a judgment of charity, 
te throughly turned to Go; and thereupon 
<« erected meeting-houſes, and choſe Readers 
&. among themfelves, by 1 the Work was 
< more-extenſ{ively carried on. 5 
Being thus deſtitute of a e we 
were fully ſurprzed to heat that the 
& Rev. Mr. Davies, our preſent Paſtor, was: 
3 ſent by the Preſbytery to ſupply us about 
&« ſix weeks, in Spring Aue 1747: For 
& which ſeaſonable inſtance. of divine Provi- 
e dence we deſire to offer up our grateful: 
60 Praiſes, G. Thus he. | 
Being fully convinced, Sir, that Hanover 
ſtood in greater need of a miniſter than any 
place I knew, I accepted of their call to ſettle _ 
as and obtained the licenſure of four 
ing-houſes in Ober 1748: in the ſmall- 
. of f Which you will ſee perhaps four or fue 
hundred Heaters, and ſometimes twice that 
number, the church people in general bei 
eager to hear. This I looked upon at firſt 
as proceeding from meer curioſity; but as it 
continues in general without abatement, and 
in ſome places ſeems to increaſe, I cannot but 
look upon it as an happy Preſage, &c, 14D 


er, June 28, 1751. 
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Copy of a Letter from the Rev. 


Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virgi- 
nia to J. F. April 1, 1755, 
Dear SIR, | 


[DIVINE Providence has ſafely conducted 
me through the numerous dangers of ſea 


and land, and replaced me in hn ſphere 
e 


of uſefulneſs and happineſs. confluence 


of ſo many Mercies at one time, the tender 


guardianſhip of Heaven over my dear family 


and friends, the review of X remarkable ſuc- 


ceſſes in the important buſineſs of my Miſ- 


ſion, and the promiſing ſituation of Religion 


among my People, threw me into a ferment 
of grateful paſhons, which has not yet ſub- 
ſided, though I have been at home about ſix 
weeks. I doubt not but as a friend you will 


congratulate me, and as a Chriſtian aſſiſt me, 


in returns of gratitude and praiſe to my divine 


Benefactor. 


As there is a propriety in tranſmitting to 


you an account of the Diſtribution and Re- 


ception of the noble Charity of that generous 
SOCIETY to which you are Secretary, I muſt 
confine myſelf to that; and refer you to my 


other correſpondents for other articles of in- 


hu * 2 

_ *"Though there are very few of the white 
People in this Colony in abje& poverty, yet 
there are many in ſuch low circumſtances, 
that they cannot ſpare money to purchaſe 
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good books: And there are many more, , who 1 


piece of needleſs exp ende. 
On one or other of theſe accounts, chere 
are few houſes in Virginia well furniſhed in 

8 and multitudes are 


advice I could: give them, and I hope I ſhall 
be able hereafter to give vou an agreeable 
account. of the happy effects of the diſtribu: 
tion. 4 , N 8 n. 
But, the poor neglected NzGrot SLAVES, 
who ate ſo far from having money to purehale 
books, that they themſelves are the property 
of others; who were originally African Sa- 
vage, and never heard of Ixs us and his Re- 
ligion,. until they arrived on the land of their 
ſlavery in Americas. whom: their maſters gene: 
rally negle&, as though Immortality was not 
the, privikkege of their ſouls, nor the Religion 
f Jesus their concern]! Theſe poor Africans 
ge the principal objects of compaſſion ; 4 0 
think, the moſt proper objects of the So: 
Kere Charity. 
"C " * 


ö > : 4 
"I | r Ba 5 L . l * p FS - 2 -S 
. * 4 — 1. o 4 . 9 155 TE 444 » 3413]; is þ = A 
913 Ie | E 
; = 


10 LETTERS from the 
The inhabitants of Virginia are computed 
to be about three hundred thouſand; and one 
half of them are ſuppoſed to be Negroes. The 
number that attend upon my miniſtry at par- 
ticular times, is uncertain; ry I think, there 
are about three hundred that give a ſtated at- 
tendance. And never have I been ſo much 
ſtruck with the appearance of an aſſembly, as 
when I have glanced my eyes to one part of 
the, Meeting, Fouls, adorned (ſo it has ap- 
peared to me) with ſo many black counte- 
nances, eagerly attentive to eyery word they 
heard, and ſome of them waſhed with tears. 
A A conſiderable number of them (about an 
| Hundred) have been baptized, after they had 
been Catechumens for ſome time, and given 
credible evidence, not only of their acquain- 
tance with the important doctrines of the 
Chriſtian Religion, but alſo of a deep Tenſe of 
theſe things upon their ſpirits, and a life of 
the ſtricteſt Morality and i As they are 
not ſufficiently poliſhed to diſſemble with a 
good grace, they expreſs the ſenſations of their 
minds ſo much in the language of ſimple na- 
ture, and with ſuch genuine indications of 
Sincerity, that it is impoſſible to ſuſpect the 
profeſſion of ſome of them, _ eſpecially. when 
_ atteſted by a regular behaviour in common 
life. 6 e | 1 
My worthy friend Mr. Todd, Miniſter of 
che next congregation, has near the ſame 
number of negroes under his Paſtoral charge; 
and ſome of them, he tells me, diſcover the 
fame ſerious turn of mind. In ſhort, there 
are multitudes of them in various parts, who” 


Rev. Mr. Davies, Sc. 11 


are willing, and even eagerly deſirous to be 
inſtructed, and to embrace every opportunity 
for that end. They have generally but very 
little help to learn to read; and yet, to my 
agreeable ſurprize, ſundry of them, by the 
dint of application in their leiſure hours, have 
made ſuch progreſs, that they can intelligibly 
read a plain author, particularly the Bible. 

- Some of them have the misfortune of irre- 
ligious maſters; and hardly any of them are 
ſo happy, as to have mafters, that will be at 


the expence of furniſhing them with Bibles, 


P/alm Books, &c. Before I had the honour 
of joining as a Member of the Society, th 


were wont frequently to come to me wi 


ſuch moving accounts of their neceſſity in this 


reſpect, that I could not help ſupplying them 
with books to the utmoſt of my ſmall ability; 


and when I diſtributed thoſe among them, 


which my Friends with you ſent over, I had 


action in all my life, that met with /o much 


reaſon to think that I never did a charitable 


Gratitude from the receivers. I have already 
diſtributed all the books which were ſuitable to 
them, particularly Bibles, Tęſtaments, Watts's 
Songs for Children, &c. But my houſe is ſtill 
crouded with them; and their very counte- 


nances carry the air of importunate Petitioners 


for the ſame favours with thoſe that came be- 


Fore them. But alas! I muſt ſend them away 
- gieved and diſappointed. op xs 


Permit me now, Sir, to become'an advocate 


in their behalf with you, and by your means 


< 


$a + + 


with many of thoſe generous Gentlemen with 
whom I know you are acquainted, for a far-, 


12 LET TERS from he 


ther ſupply of Billa and Teſlamentt, that ſuch 


as have taken the pains to learn to read them, 
and who I am perſuaded, will make ſo good a 


uſe of them, may not be unavoidably de/titure 


of ſo important a Charity. Give me lew-we 
particularly to mention Dr. Watts's 'Pfalms . 


and Hymns, Which are not given away by 
your Society, and therefore muſt be procured 
Tome other way. My reaſons for it are, 
That the Books themſelvęs are valuable — 
that they are the ſyſtem of Pſalmody the Diſ- 
ſenters uſe in thefe parts — that the Negroes 
above all of the human ſpecies that ever I 
knew, have an ear for Muſic, and a kind of 
_ *extatic delight in Pfalmody; and there are no 
books they learn ſo ſoon, or take fo much 
pleaſure in, as thoſe uſed in that heaven! 
1755 of divine Worſhip. Same Gentlemen in 
Lox po were plesſel. to make them private 
preſents through my hands of theſe books 
from the reception they gave them, and their 
eagerneſs for more, I can eafily foreſee” how 
acceptable and uſeful a greater number would 
be among them. Indeed nothing would be a 
ſtronger inducement to them to learn to read, 


than the expectation of ſuch a preſent; which 
they would conſider. as a help and a reward at 


once; and which they can be ſupplied with 

T 

I know of hardly any modern inſtitution, 
which bears ſo fayourable an aſpect upon the 


declining interefts of Religion and Virtue in 


our depenerate world, as that generous So- 


ETV. They. deſerve the pleafure of heating 
of the happy influence of their Charity; at thb 
tne ab | diſtance 
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diftance of four thouſand miles, in theſe 7 
of the earth; and it is no ſmall happineſs to 
me, that the ſtricteſt veracity allows me to: 


tranſmit ſuch an agreeable account. "They, 


on your ſide of the water, may receive Bleſ- 
ſings in anſwer to Prayers offered up to Hea- 


ven in America; and I am ſure ſundry of their 


* Beneficiaries here are affectionate interceſſors 


for them; among whom let them be peed 


to remember, their, as well as, 


t 


Dear SIR, 
Your oFeQianate Friend, 
and moſt obliged humble Servants 
- a SAMUEL WR 
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Copy of a Letter Bom the Rev. 


Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virgi- 


nia to F. F. ne” 2, 1750. 


Dear 8 IR, 


YOUR laſt Letter, with the large Dons: 
tion of Books that attended it, gave me 


the moſt agreeable ſurprize, that ever I met 
with in my whole life; and the ferment of 
grateful paſſions raiſed' upon that occallogy, ot 


not yet ſubſided, - 

1 ſpeak the very truth, Sir, I did not nav 
myſelf worthy, in any meaſure to the in- 
ſtrument of % p great a Good; nor had I the 
leaſt expectation, that a Letter from my hand 
would ever be honoured __ ſuch extenſive 

. „ A 
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14 LET TERS from the 
As an honour conferred upon me — as an 
evidence that the ſpirit of Chriſtian Zeal and 
Charity, is far from being extinct in your 
great metropolis, even in this infidel and de- | 
auched age —as a preſent advantage, and in 
the mean time, a favourable omen with regard 
to futurity, to the neglected Heathen Slaves in 
this Chriſtian colony — as an acceptable offer. 
ing to God — and as fruit that will abound to 
the account of the benefactors — in all theſe, * 
and ſundry other views, I rejoice in it: I feel, 
that even a heart ſo infenſible as mine, is not | 
proof againſt the ſenſations of pious gratitude | 
upon ſuch an occaſion. It has more than 
once caſt me into the poſture of adoration and | 
praiſe before the Throne of Grace, and I am 
not left unaſſiſted in the delightful work. | 
I dare fay ſome ſcores, both black and white, 
bond and free, concur with me, in the moſt 
ardent returns of gratitude to the Author of 
every good gift, for a Charity of ſuch exten- 
| five uſefulneſs. And to you, dear Sir, Who 
have been fo active in promoting it, and to 
my other friends, who have concurred in the 
fame way; to the SocitETY which gave ſo 
favourable a reception to my repreſentation z 7 
and to all the CoxnTRIBUTORSs, whether 
 _ within, or without the Society; I return the 
moſt humble and affectionate thanks, from 
myſelf, and from their many beneficiaries who 
eannot write, nor make their own acknows | 
ledgments themſelves. And if the Prayers of 
theſe poor ſtrangers to the Throne of race, 
who fave lately learned to bow, and weep, 
and cry there, have any efficacy, your pious 
139 7 * generoſity, 
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Os will be rewarded an hundred fol2, 
h in this, and in the future world. 
I count myſelf happy, Sir, that I can re- 
taliate you, and the other Benefactors of this 
ſcheme, in that way, in which only you de- 
fire it; and that is, by giving you an account 
of the Diſtribution and Acceptance of the books 
among thoſe, for whom they were intended. 


And this I ſhall do with the utmoſt alacrity 


and faithfulneſs, to the beſt of my knowledge. 
As far as I can recolleR, I gave you a'pretty 
fall account, in a former letter, of the nume- 
rous African Slaves in this colony; and 'now 
I only deſign to add a few 'particulars which 


are new; or which did not then occur to my 


mind. | 
When the books arrived, I gave public 
notice of it, after Sermon, at the next op- 
portunity: I defired ſuch Negroes as could 
read, and alſo. ſuch white People as would 
make a good uſe of them, and were ſo poor, 
that they could not buy ſuch books, to come 


to me at my houſe, 'and I ſhould diſtribute 


them among them. On this occafion, I alſo 


enlarged upon a new topic of conviction both 
to the Slaves themſelves, and their Maſters. 


Since perſons at ſo great a diſtance, who 
% had no connexion with them, were ſo ge- 
<« nerouſly eoncerned to chriſtianize the' poor 


& Negroes, and had been at ſo much pains 


6. expence for that end; then, how 


„ much more concerned, how much more 
“ zealous and induſtrious ſhould their Maſe 
„ ters. be, to whom the care of their ſouls, 
as well as their bodies, is committed, and 
FOES; Sheds © who 
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« who enjoy the advantage of their laborious 
« fervice?—And how much more ought the 
4 poor Negroes to be concerned for them- 
« ſelves? And how much more aggravated 
« would be their guilt and ruin, if they per- 
„ ſifted in obſtinate infidelity and wicked- 
| < neſs, after ſo. much pains had been taken 
iſ « with them for their. converſion ?” This, 
R as I found afterwards, proved a very popular 
10 topic of conviction, and made ſome impreſ- 
| ſions upon the minds of not a few. | 
_ For ſome time after this, the poor Slaves, 
N whenever they could get an hour's leiſure from 
| their maſters, would hurry away to my houſe ; 
"7 and received the Charity with all the genuine 
indications of paſſionate gratitude, which un- 
1 poliſhed. nature could give; and which affee- 
tation and grimace would mimic in vain, The 
books were all very acceptable; but none more 
ſo than the P/alms and Hymns, which enabled 
them to gratify their peculiar taſte for P/al- 
mody. Sundry of them have lodged all night 
in my kitchen ; and, ſometimes, when I have 
awaked about two or three a-clock in the 
morning, a torrent of ſacred harmony poured 
E into my.chamber, and carried my mind away 
| | to Heaven. In this ſeraphic exerciſe, ſome of 
ny them ſpend almoſt the whole night. I wiſh, 
. Sir, you and their other Benefactors could hear 
wh one of theſe ſacred concerts: I am perſuaded-it 
Ih would pleaſe. and ſurprize you more than an 
Oratorio, and a St. Cæcilias Day 
The good effedts of this pious Charity are 
already apparent. It convinces the Heathen, 
that however vicious, and careleſs about the 
„ "© £ © Religion 


— 
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* © 


on a the generality: of the 
— ane yet, there are ſome who 
really look upon it as a matter of the utmoſt 
importance, and univerſal concern, and are 
actuated with a diſintereſted zeal to promote 
it — It has excited ſome of their Maſers to 
emulation; and they are aſhamed that Stran- 
gers, on the other fide the Atlantic, ſhould: be 
at the pains to teach their domeſtics Chtiftia» 
nity, and they ſhould be quite negligent them» 


ſeives — It furniſhes the moſt proper helps for 
ſuch Negroes as can read, and are piouſly dif- 


poſed; and ſome of them are evidently im- 
proving in knowledge — It has excited others 
to learn to read; for as I give books to none 
but ſuch as can read, they conſider them as 
a Reward of their Induſtry: And I am told, 
that in almoſt every houſe in my congregations 
and in ſundry other places, ſpend woy 
leiſure hour in trying to learn, ſince they 


pect Books as ſoon as they are capable 5 — 


them. Some of them, I doubt not, are ex- 
cited to it by a ſincere defire to know the 


Win of God, and what they ſhall do to be 


faved. Others, I am afraid, are actuated by 


the meaner principles of curioſny, ambition, 


and vanity, However, be the principle what 
it will, I cannot but rejoice in the effect; as 
ir renders them more capabla of ar nero in 
the 1 5 concerns of Religion. 4 
_ This CHARITY may alſo be of ſingular 
ſervice in a PoLiticar View; for now, 
when. the French and Indians are oft kes our 
country, and perpetrating the mo ki 

Vaxbaritles:- oy e e upon our hos 


tiers, 


”. 
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tiers, we have not been without alarming ap- 
prehenſions of Inſurrection and Maſſacre, from 
the numerous Slaves among ourſelves, whom 
they might ſeduce to their intereſt by the de- 
Juſive promiſes of Liberty. And while they 
do not feel the reſtraints of Conſcience and 
Chriſtianity, our apprehenſions are but too 
well grounded. I have dbne my utmoſt, with- 
out hinting my deſign to them, to prevent fo 7 
diſmal a calamity; and for this purpoſe, I 1 
have endeavoured to convince them, that there 
are many of the Engliſb, as well as myſelf, 
who are really ſolicitous for their welfare, 
i which has given me no ſmall popularity 
among them; and eſpecially to bring them 
under the reſtraints of the pacific Religion of 
| Jz$vs, - which has ſo friendly an influence 
[|| upon ſociety, and teaches a proper conduct | 
[) for every ſtation in life. Now I can.diſtri- | 
| bute theſe books among them as tokens of diſ- 
1118 Intereſted benevolence, as helps to underſtand 
8 Chriſtianity, and in the mean time to detect 
| the Impoſtures, Superſtitions and Cfuelties of 
Por ERV. For this latter purpoſe, The Proteſ- 
tant s Reſolution: is extreamly well calculated— *' 
To this I may add, that as I have the honour 
of diſtributing the books, it gives me a very | 
handfome opportunity of ſpeaking ſeriouſly, 
and with particular application, to many who 
might not otherwiſe come in my wayyy 
There are thouſands of Negroes in this co- 
lony, who till continue in the groſſeſt igno- 
rance, and moſt ſtupid careleſſneſs about Re- 
ligion, and as rank Pagans, as when they left 
the wilds of Africa. And there are not a _ 
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of this unhappy character, even in the bounds _ 


of my congregationz (which, by the by, is 


about ſixty miles in circumference). - But I 


think, Sir, my miniſtry of late has been moſt 
ſucceſsful among them. TWo Sundays ago, 
I had the pleaſure of ſeeing forty of their 
black faces around the Fable of the Lord, 


who all make a credible profeſſion of Chriſ- 


tianity, and ſundry of them with unuſual evi- 
dences of ſincerity.  _ 1 

Laſt Sunday, I baptized ſeven or erght 
Adults, who had been Catechumens for ſome 
time; Indeed, many of them ſeem deter- 


mined to preſs into the kingdom of God; 


and, I am perſuaded, ' will find an abundant 
entrance, when many of the children of the 
kingdom ſhall be ſhut out — One of the Ca- 
techumens baptized laft Sunday, I converſed 
with the evening before; he addreſſed me to 
this purpoſe in broken Znglifh, .<< I am a poor 
„ flave; brought into a ſtrange country, where 
* never expect to enjoy my liberty. While 
„ lived in my own country, I knew no- 
be thing of that JESUS I have heard you ſpeak 
„ fo much about. I lived quite careleſs what 
& will become of me when I die; but I now 
$6 ſee ſuch a life will never do, and I come 
< to you, Sir, that you mah tell me ſome 
„ good things, concerning Jrxsus CHRIST, 
„% and my Duty to GOD, for I am reſol- 
„ved not to live any more as I haye done.“ 
Such a ſimple addreſs is very ſtriking oratory 
to me; and would my time allow, I could 
give you many ſuch ſpecimens. 7 


. hit 
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There is one happy circumſtance,” which I 
think very remarkable, and that is, That not- 
withſtanding the odium Proteſtant Diſſenters 


lie under in this colony, where they were not 


known till very lately; and notwithſtandin 
the uſual diſaffetion which thoſe bear to vit 


| Religion, who have none themſelves; yet the 


Negroes in theſe parts are freely allowed to 
attend upon my miniſtry, and ſometimes u 
my private inſtructions, even by ſuch Mafters, 
as have no Religion at all, or are Bigots to 
the eſtabliſhed Church. Indeed, it is the ob- 
of my zeal, not to make them Diſſenters, 
ut good Chriſtians, and good Servants. But, 
when I conſider how often the moſt candid 
and generous endeavours are miſconſtrued by 
bigotry, or avowed impiety, I cannot but 
wonder my attempts meet with ſo little op- 


ome and eſcape ſuſpicion : And I cannot | 


look upon it as a promiſing Preſage. 

I bave diſtributed ſundry of the books 
among the poorer ſort of white people, with 
this charge, that they would not keep them 
by them as a private property (except the 
Bibles, for which they would have conſtant 
uſe in their families) but circulate them about 
among ſuch of their neighbours, as would ſes 
_— peruſe vt that they might be as 
extenſively ſerviceable as poſſible. Some of 
them have fince diſcovered to me, what ſo- 


lemn impreſſions they received in reading 


m. 4 | . 1 

I ſent a few of each fort to my Friend and 
Brother Mr. Wright, miniſter in Cumberland, 
* hence z where there is a 
great 
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great number of Negroes; and not a few of 
them thoughtful and inquiſitive about Chriſ- 
tianity, and ſundry of them hopeful converts. 
He has been faithful in the diſtribution, and 
informs me, they meet with a very agreeable 
and promiſing reception. He is very laborious 
in his endeavours to inſtruct the Negroes; and 
has ſet up two or three Schools among them, 
where they attend on Sunday, before and after 
ſermon; for they have no other leiſure time. 
It affords me no ſmall pleaſure, that you 
have ſome more Books in reſerve for'me. I 
know. I have had vaſtly more than my pro- 
portion as a Member of the Society; and I 
cannot have the face to ſolicit for farther be- 
nefactions; nay, it pains: me to think, that 
by directing the channel towards this new 
world, ſome places nearer home may have 
been drained, or left unwatered. But alas! 
| dear Sir, when I reflect upon the almoſt uni- 
verſal neglect of the many thouſands of poor 
flaves in this wide extended country That 
they generally continue Heathens in a Chriſtian 
countty— That but few of their Maſters will 
furniſh them with ſuch means of inſtruction 
and that they are abſolutely ' incapable of 
furniſhing themſelves—When I reflect upon 
the burden of guilt under which my 2 
roans, on this account — When the impr 
þ — of theſe things are freſh upon my mind, 
I am quite iaſatiable, and can never, ſay, it is 
enough. Alas! what are four or five hundred 
Books among /o many thouſands ? Indeed, I 
believe there are more than a thouſand Ne- 
groes that attend upon my miniſtry, at the 
x13 | ſundry 
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ſundry places where I officiate alternately; and 
ſundry of them, who are well diſpoſed, I am 
obliged to ſend away without a Book; for they 
were all diſtributed within a few days after 
their arrival; and I took care not to give one 
of each ſort to every particular perſon, but 
ordered them to borrow and lend ur an 
themſelves. | 
. I earneſtly deſire to have ſomething to dis. 
tribute among them, that would at once help 
them to read, and teach them the Rudiments 
of Chriſtianity. I have had fome thoughts of 
attempting fuch a thing myſelf, if I knew how 
to diſcharge the expences of the Preſs ; though 
I have no peculiar qualification for it, but 
tis, that I might perhaps adapt myſelf better 
to their modes of ſpeaking and thinking, than 
thoſe who have had no acquaintance with 
them. Dr. Fatts's Setts of Catecheſms are the 
beſt I know extant, for the laſt of theſe pur- 
poſes, and therefore I beg you ou would ſend me 
a conſiderable number of 

Thus, Sir, I have given you an account of 
the L/ I have made "2 this generous Charity; 


and the happy Rfedts that — his Requeſt to 
from it. And I have only. this to 
add, that the Friends of Religion with you, 
would help it forward, not only in this way, 
but alſo with their importunate Prayers. This 
aſſiſtance is greatly needed, and d * 
hired * their, as well as, 
Dear 81 R, 
Yours, Se. 
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Extract of a Letter from the Rev. 

Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virginia 
to Mr. C. Dated Feb. 7, 1757. 


PHE Collection of Books which I lately re- 

ceived, is the moſt important aſſiſtance 
to me in the diſcharge of my miniſtry, that 
I can expect from mortals. It diſſolved me 
into a flood of grateful tears, and has ſent me 
more than once to return my thanks to Him,. 
who is the Origin of all that good, of which 
his creatures, in the height of their benevo- 
tence, are but ſubordinate inftruments. * 
Tou, dear Sir, and the other Contributors 
to this pious Charity, may indulge the gene- 
rous pleaſure of reflecting, that many of the 
moſt wretched: part of mankind, at the diſ- 
tance of near four thouſand miles from you, 
are likely to be advanced, by your means, 


from a ſtate of Slavery, Barbariſm, and ex- 


ſedneſs to everla/ting Miſery, to the glorious 
Liberty, the yi 8 LS the 
everlaſting Happineſs of the Sons of God. 
I have not the face to ſolicit you for addi- 
tional Charity, but, as' you may, perhaps, 
have fome money left in your hands, I ſhall 


point out two defects in the former collec- 


tions, for the uſe of the Negroes; the one is, 
that there were but few of Dr. Watts Cate- 
&h1/ms, eſpecially the ſecond Set; both which 
are larly adapted to their capacities; and 
ſundry of them have already, in about a 
month, learned the firſt Set by heart, 


and are 
ready 
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ready for the other. The other defect is, the 
want of Spelling Boots, for thoſe who are now 
eager to learn to read, but are not as yet ca- 
pable of uſing the other books. I have had 
a few ſent to me, but they are all gone, and 
the demand for more is every day more ur- 
E | . 2458; 
wi have really conſiderable hopes, that by 
means of this pious Charity, the great 
number of the Negroes, in the bounds. of my 
congregation and Mr. Tedd's, will, in time, 
acquire the Art of Reading; an art of fo | 
much importance to their religious inſtruc- | 
tion. And if a conſiderable number of the 
. preſent Generation were taught, they might 
_ teach their Poſterity with little trouble to their 
Mp Maſters: And thus, a taſte for intellectual 
improvement would circulate among them; - 
and they would unavoidably come to know 
ſomething of Chriſtianity, which is the firſt 
ſep towards embracing it. I derive my hopes 
of this, both from the general eagerneſs that 
now appears among the Negroes to learn to 
read; and from the emulation to teach them, 
3 which has been excited in their Maſters, by 
the generoſity and zeal of the Friends of Re- 
ligion with you. Every good ſcheme will 
certainly meet with . oppoſition in ſuch a 
world as this, where it is popular and faſhio- 
.* nable to neglect the Son of God, and his Re- 
ligion. But I have encouragement to hope, 
= that the generality of my people, who are 
| Proprietors of four or five hundred Neat, 
will make a conſcience of teaching them to 


£ 


Your | 


Ne. Mr, Davis, @c: a5 | 


- Your accounts of the Progreſs of dee, 5 
eſpecially in the Church England, are ſo re- 
viving, that I muſt endeavour to retaliate you 
in that article; And this will lead me to play 
the Biagrapher with ſome of my brethren, 
without their privity: But, I dare fay, they 
know love them ſo well, that they can ven- 
ture to truſt their characters in my hands. 
Virginia, was for five or ſix years a melan- + 
choly and laborious ſolitude to me, ſeparated 
from my brethren, and ſurrounded with ene- 
mies in Church and State. During that time, 
I paſſed my life in a continual tremor ; but 
fince I have found myſelf enabled to ſtand my 
ground, I begin to collect a little more con- 
fidence. I divided my labours among ſeven 
Congregations, fifteen or twenty miles a- part; 
which, being much too extenſive a charge for 
me, Mr. Topp was prevailed upon to relieve 
me from the care of four of them. Since his 
ſettlement, I have had a moſt intimate Friend, - 
and an honeſt-hearted Aſſiſtant. His charac- 
teriſtics are, Solidity, Sincerity, and Steadineſ$. 
He has no Compliments, nor Aſtectation in Re- 
ligion, Friendſhip, or any thing whatever; 
but he is all of a-piece, p $5 and honeſt all 
through. I enjoyed the time of harveſt in his 
congregation z and there has been no remark- 
able revival there, ſince his ſettlement : But 
he has gathered up ſome conliderable glean- 3 
ings ; and his honeſt heart is ſet upon doing by 
more good. WF | I 
Mr. Walch was appointed to ſupply. my 
place for half a year, while I was in England: 
And, after that, at the invitation of a few 
TS Wh... 4 > Ss dy erious 
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ſerious people, he preached a Sermon or two 
in Cumberland, a county about eighty miles 
ſouth weſt: of Hanover. Here a ſurprizing 
ſcene opened: The plain . Preaching of the 
Goſpel did execution, and carried all before 
it; and in a little time, he was ſettled among 
them as their Miniſter, and has now about 
tuo hundred Communicants; and ſundry more 
are under promiſing impreſſions. He is a plain, 
pungent, convincing Preacher; and has a re- 
markable talent for uſeful converſation. I ſent 
him a ſhare of the laſt cargo of Books, as well 
as the firſt; and he is as fit a perſon to diſtri- 
bute them, as can be fixed upon. 

Mr. HEN RV, who is ſettled about an hun- 
dred and thirty miles from hence, is one of 
the moſt honeſt men in the world. Indeed, I 


have hardly ever known a man, whoſe heart 


has been ſo ſteadily and zealouſly ſet upon the 


Salvation of ſouls, for ſo many years. It is 


His ruling paſſion, and the labour of his life. 
He has little regard to the accuracies of com- 
poſition ; and he is often rallying me for the 
offences I commit of that kind, which you 


would think are but very few, and very par- 
donable. 


lle informed me a few days ago, that he 


Hopes he has about zh:rty ſpiritual children in 
his congregation, where he has been ſettled 


about rwo years; and I know he is not extra- 
vagant in computations of this kind. 


There are two of my Brethren, Meſſ. 


CRAIGHEAD and BROWN, ſettled on the 


frontiers among the Apulachian mountains: 


But the congregation of the former has been 
FE 2 broke 
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broke up, and he obliged to fly, by the incur- 
ſions — barbarities of the FR Savages. 
The latter has ſtood his ground as yet, tho' 
in perpetual apprehenſions of danger; and, 
when I ſaw him laſt, he told me ſome young 
eople in his ' congregation were under very 
peful impreſſions, 5 


SAM. DAVIES. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. 
Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virgi- 
nia to the Rev. Mr, F———, 


Feb. 7, 1757. 


I Have Hur or five congregations under my 
I care; "or . foe cher Miniſters ih 
the colony, as honeſt-hearted, and as zealous 
as you could wiſh, who, though ſettled at a 
great diſtance, no leſs than an hundred miles 
from Hanover, aſſiſt in promoting the ſame 
common Cauſe —I mean the caufe of catholic 
Chriflianity, and not of the Diſſenters as a 
litical Faction: For, in this view, I care but 
little which Party is uppermoſt. I have alſo 
had ſuch generous aſſiſtance from my worthy 
Friends in ENGLAND, as has more than 
once diſſolved me into floods of joy, and the 
moſt tender gratitude towards God and man. 
J have reaſon to hope a divine blefling has 
already attended, and will yet more abun- 
dantly attend their pious Charity, among both 
bond and free, white and black. Lab 
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For about a year and half paſt, I have 
had more ſucceſs than uſual among the Po 
NeGRots. I have baptized in all an hundred 
and fifty Adults, and at the laſt ſacramental 
occaſion, I had the honour (for ſo I eſteem 
it) of fitting down at the Table of the Lord, 
with /zxty of them. I have now a few more 
Gatechumens for baptiſm under inſtruction, but 
I am not without fears, that the progreſs of 
the work has been in ſome meaſure declining 
for about a month, or two paſt. The only 
ground of my apprehenſion is, that I have 
not had ſo. many new Proſelytes applying to 
me for in{truQion, as for ſome time * Ag 
.However, multitudes are 2s eager to learn as 
before: Some, from a pious thirſt after Chriſ- 
tian knowledge; fome, from curioſity ; and 
ſome, from ambition: But, whatever be the 
preſcnt principle, I hope many happy effects 
will flow from this acquiſition, as it will ren- 
der them more capable of being their o 
.inſtrutors, and of receiving inſttuction from 
ot herr. Their natural genius is not at all diſ- 
couraging, and when they ſet about learnin 
in earneſt, it is aſtoniſhing what Progreſs 
ſome of them make, though with little leiſure 
Or aſſiſtance. ä ö 1 2 
LI have an inſtance of this among my domeſ- 
tic: I have made it a point of Conſcience to 
teach ſuch of them to read, who ſeemed to 
me capable of learning. The perſon I have 


in view, was above forty years old, when he 


entered into my ſervice ; a very /tupid, lub- 


Froh fellow in appearance, and but very im- 


perfectly acquainted with our language. I 
721 ks 4A | therefore 


therefore deſpaired of his ever. being capable 
of being taught to read, and reſolved to in- 
ſtruc him in the principles of Chriſtianity in 
the beſt manner I could without it. But, he, 
unexcited by me, ſome how learned the let- 
ters, and began to ſpell, and before I ſo much 
as ſuſpeCted it, he was almoſt prepared to 
read, Upon this, I encouraged him, and fur- 
niſhed him with Books, and now he can read 
_ Engliſh almoſt as intelligibly, as he can ſpeak 
- it. He can give but a very broken account 
of his Religion in Wordt, but when I look to 
his Life, there I can ſee the CHRISTIAN. He 
is a faithful ſervant, and generally inoffenſive 
to all, He has been ſometimes overheard in 
fecret Prayer, perhaps for half an hour, or 
more, when it has been paſt midnight, and 
he ſuppoſed: the reſt of the family were in 
their beds. 1 
I hope, if the preſent Generation were taught 
to read, they would themſelves take care to 
teach their Ghildren without any expence or 
trouble to their Maſters, and therefore I have 
been uſing my endeavours with the owners to 
aſſiſt them. A Sermon on this head I have 
ſent to our common Friend Mr;.C———, 
which, I hope, he may be able to get Printed 
by Subſcription, - that it may be - diſtributed 
gratis in VIRGINIA, among thoſe who moit 
need it, and are moſt unwilling to parchaſe 
ſuch things. | 1 34934. 8 
I hope the generality of thoſe whom I have 
baptized, bebave in character, though ſome of 
them, unpoliſhed as they are, bave had art 
enough to impoſe upon my charity, It is 
4. + 3h abt C3 really 
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really the hardeſt taſk I have to perform, to 
deal with them in a proper manner. I am 
afraid of diſcouraging them, as well as acting 
contrary to the Apoſtolical Pattern, by impo- 
ſing high terms of admiſſion to baptiſm; and 
Tam cautious on the other hand of ſwelling 
the number of Proſelytes with only nominal 
Chriſtians, if I ſhould reduce the terms of 
initiation into it, very low. | 
I find it the hardeſt thing in the world at 
once to- convince their judgments, and make 
their minds properly ſenſible of the Reaſon- 
ableneſs, the Glory, and the Neceſſity of a 
Mediatorial Religion; or, in other words, of 
the Chriſtian Scheme of Salvation by JESUS 
CurIsT, They have generally very high no- 
tions of the neceſſity and efficacy of Baptiſm. 
Indeed, it ſeems to be their common opinion, 
when they firſt become a little thoughtful}, 
and uneaſy in a ſtate of Heatheniſm, that if 
they were but baptized, they ſhould become 
Chriſtians inſtantaneouſly ;z and it is hard to 
convince them of the neceſſity of proper pre-: 
paratory qualifications for it. 
Many of them only ſeem to deſire to be, 
they know not what: They feel themſelves 
uneafy in their preſent condition, and theres 
fore defire a change. Others, I fear, would 
be baptized in compliance with the Faſhion, 
and that they may be upon an Zquality with 
their Maſters; Many ſuch converſe with mez 
whom I am obliged to exclude from that Or- 
dinance. In general, I make their temper 
and conduct, rather than their ſpeculative no- 
tions, the ſtandard of my judgment concern- 
\ | | me 
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ing, and Practice of a Chriſtian, I 
proper members of a Chriſtian urch, al- 
though they ſhould be very ignorant of many 
of its important doctrines. | | 
- There is, however, a number of them, 
who, I have not the leaſt reaſon to doubt, 
are the genuine Children of Abraham by faith; 


and ſome of them ſeem to have made a greater 


progreſs in rere Religion, than many 
ſincere Chriſtians of a fairer colour. Some of 
them are, indeed, aſtoniſhing monuments of 
divine Grace. There are ten of them in one 
quarter (ſo we call the little houſes where the 
Negroes dwell) who, I have reaſon to hope, 
are all, or at leaſt, nine in ten, ſincerely and 
zealoufly engaged in the doctrines and duties 
of our holy Religion. This, indeed, is an 
inſtance, which, 2 afraid, can hardly be 
paralelled, among either white or black, in 
theſe Parts. But there are other inſtances very 
remarkable, though not ſo ſurprizing— 


SAMUEL DAvizs. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. 5 


Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virginia 
to Mr. B. F. Feb. 7, 1757. 


1 Hav allowed my Friend Mr. Might a 
Part of the Books I have at ſundry times 


received, to be diſtributed in his congrega- 


tion, where there are uncommon appearances 


of the progreſs of Religion: * 
| I re- 


© 0 


ing them; and when I can diſcover the Feel- 
ink them 


- 
- 
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ſing high terms of admiſſion to bapti 
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really the hardeſt taſk I have to perform, to 
deal with them in a proper manner. I am 
afraid of diſcouraging them, as well as acting 
contrary to the Apoſtolical Pattern, - by impo- 

m; and 
Tam cautious on the other hand of ſwelling 
the number of Proſelytes with only nominal 
"Chriſtians, if I ſhould reduce the terms of 
Initiation into it, very low. 

I find it the hardeſt thing in the world at 
once to convince their judgments, and make 
their minds properly ſenſible of the Reaſon- 
ableneſs, the Glory, and the Neceſſity of a 
-Mediaterial Religion; or, in other 2 of 
the Chriſtian Scheme of Salvation b nen 2 
Cur1sT. They have . very 
tions of the neceſſity and efficacy of Bap. 
Indeed, it ſeems to be their common opinion, 
when they firſt become a little thoughtful, 
and uneaſy in a ſtate of Heatheniſm, that if 
they were but baptized, they ſhould become 
Chriſtians inſtantaneouſly ; and it is hard to 
convince them of the neceſſity of proper pres 
paratory qualifications for it. 

Many of them only ſeem to deſire * 5 
they know not what: They feel themſelves 
uneafy in their preſent condition, and there: 
fore deſire à change. Others, I fear, would 
be baptized in compliance with the Faſhion, 
and that they may be upon an Equality with 
their Maſters: Many ſuch converſe with me; 


| whom I am obliged to exclude from that Or- 


dinance. In general, I make their ' temper 
and conduct, rather than their ſpeculative no- 


Wan the ſtandard of my judgment concern- 
V ing 


proper members of a Chri/tian urch, al- 
though they ſhould be very ignorant of many 
of its important doctrines. | a { 

There is, however, a number of them, 
who, I have not the leaft. reaſon to doubt, 
are the genuine Children of Abraham by faith ; 


and ſome of them ſeem to have made a greater 


progreſs in experimental Religion, than many 
ſincere Chriſtians of a fairer colour. Some of 
them are, indeed, aſtoniſhing monuments of 
divine Grace. There are ten of them in one 
quarter (ſo we call the little houſes where the 
Negroes dwell) who, I have reaſon to hope, 
are all, or at leaſt, nine in ten, ſincerely and 
zealoufly engaged in the doctrines and duties 
of our holy Religion. This, indeed, is an 
inſtance, which, 2 afraid, can hardly be 
paralelled, among either white or black, in 


theſe Parts. But there are other inſtances very F 


remarkable, though not ſo ſurprizing— 
| n SAMUEL Davies. 


ing them; and when I can diſcover the Feel- 
ing, and Practice of a Chriſtian, Ihink them 


An 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. 


Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virginia 
to Mr. B. F. Feb. 7, 1757. 


T Havsz allowed my Friend Mr. Bright a 


Part of the Books I have at ſundry times 


received, to be diſtributed in his congrega- 
tion, where there are uncommon' appearances 


of the progreſs of Religion: n 
, 41 
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I received a Letter from him with the follow - 
ing Paragraph, intended to be communicated 
to the Soltety . | 


I take this opportunity to expreſs my 


1 


% ſundry times this Spring, 


cc 
(0 
ce 
tc 
cc 
(c 
cc 
ac 
66 


ec 


gratitude for the Books you ſent me at 
— I bad any 
claim as a Member of the SocitETY to 
which I now have the- honour to belong. 
And I deſire to adore God for raiſing up 
ſuch a ſpirit of diſintereſted and pious ge- 
neroſity in ſo 21 in Great Britain, as 
to contrive ſo noble a ſcheme for promo- 
ting religious Knowledge among thoſe who 
were like to be deſtroyed for lack of know- 
ledge.” 8 
«© You may inform them that my infant” 
congregation, in theſe uttermoſt parts of 
the earth, is like to receive an everlaſting 
advantage by their pious Charity. I have 


had no opportunity of diſcovering the ſuc- 


ceſs of the books, except in two inſtances. 
The firf, is a woman, ſingularly inquiſi- 
tive; who, upon reading The Compaſſionate 
Addreſs, told me, ſhe had got ſo much ad- 


vantage by it, that ſhe would give ten 


Piſtoles for it, rather than part with it : 
The-ether is a boy, who had juſt finiſhed 
his ſervitude : He could hardly read a word, 
and was not able to buy a book, but hear- 
ing that I had books to diſtribute: gratis, 
he applied to me for ſome, and the 

I gave him, with the ſerious advices that 


© Attended them, were fo far bleſſed to him, 


nn 
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* that he is now under promiſing ſerious im- 3 
66 preſſions.“ ö N 5 4 
In ſhort, Sir, I cannot expreſs the plea- 
& ſing expectations I have that God will do 
great things in theſe remote parts by the 
« diffuſive Benevolence of the Society, and 
© other good Chriſtians. Pray convey this 


e account to the Society, and you will lay 
“an additional obligation, upon BE 


Cumberland County, Yours, &c.  - 
Sept. 7, 1756. : John Wright. 


I have alſo intruſted my favourite friend 
and next neighbour, Mr. Todd, with the diſ- 
tribution of a number in his congregation. 
And he tells me, that The Compaſſianate Ad- 
dreſs was likely to be of great ſervice in a 
particular neighbourhood. 1 
I will add one inſtance more in the bounds 
of my congregation, and that is, a Gentle- 
man who accidentally met with the ſame ex- 

- cellent Addreſs; and when he caſt his eye into 
it, it ſo engaged his attention, that he could 
not put it out of his hands, until he had read 
it through ; and he told one of ae” Friends, 
that it gave him the mo/# ſolemn an ofectia 
thoughts of eternal things, that ever he h 
in his life, May his goodneſs not be as the 
morning cloud! That little Book, Dodderidge's 
Riſe and Progreſs , and Baxter's Call, ate, 1 
think, the moſt popular and uſeful Books 
among the white People in Virginia 


- SAMUEL DAviEs. 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from che Rev. 
Mr. Todd at Hanover in Virginia 
to Mr. C. Feb. 3, 1757. 


Dear 81 R, 


AF» Weeks ago I received a Box or 
Books ſent to me by you, and other 
ood Friends to the immortal intereſts of the 
graues and Por in this diftant Part of the 
world. | | 
I was very much ſtruck, upon firſt recei- 
ving the Books, with a ſenſe of the marvel- 
lous Goodneſs of God, in putting it into the 
hearts of his people, to preſent fo large and 
bounteous a Charity, fo unexpectedly ; where 
it is ſo much wanted, and of that kind which 
was moſt needful in theſe parts, and beſt cal- 


"culated to anſwer the pious and charitable in- 


tentions of the Donors. | 

I have often returned Thanks to the God 
of all Goodneſs for the favour, and feel my- 
ſelf under greater obligations to improve this, 
with the other favours received from him, to 
the honour of his Name and the good of my 
fellow creatures. Nothing could have more 
ſeaſonably anſwered my wiſhes for the good 
of the Poox within the ſphere of my la- 
bours, both Negroes and white People, than 


this. 


Many among the white People are ama- 


.zingly ignorant, and many are very poor, 


and ſome very deſirous of improvement in 
"The the 


% 


| Rev. Mr. Davies, Ge. Js 


the knowledge of God and Religion. The 
Negroes are generally deſirous of knowledge, 
and have often applied to me for Books, as 
they had none, and had no way to get any. 
I furniſhed” them as well as I could, . nei- 

ther to their ſatisfaction, or my own, and 
their want ſtill increaſes, as their ſenſe of Re- 
ligion increaſes. Now this will be a very 
great relief to them, and me, and I have 
great hopes a remarkable Bleſſing will at- 
tend it, | | : 
From the little experiments I have already 

- made, I know they will very thankfully re- 
ceive the books, and many will carefully im- 
prove them. I had a few of the books ſent 
to Virginia to my favourite Brother Mr. Da- 
vies, from that Society, which I believe, and 
am perſuaded, God has raiſed up for the-moſt 
important purpoſes: And as they were calcu- 
lated to do much good, ſo my People, both 
white and black, were ſo taken with them, 
that they appointed, with my approbation, to 
meet on the Lord's Day in private ſocie- 
ties, to read, and pray, and ing Praiſes. _ 
This is the more neceſſary, as the three 
Places where I ſtatedly preach, are fo far di 
tant from each other, that it is impoſſible for 
them to hear me at all of them, being four- 
teen or twenty miles diſtant from each other 
at the leaſt; ſo that the Sabbath which uſed 
to be ſpent in idle viſits, or meetings for di- 
verſion, or ſervile buſineſs (which has been 
very common among the Slaves) is now ſpent 
in ſocieties for religious Worſhip, when they 
cannot attend upon the Preaching of the 
W | Word, 
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Word, and theſe Books will tly promote 
this work by A Dieting of God. F 54 
: * About two hundred, or more, attend' my 
- miniſtry in good weather, at each of my pla- 
ces, to whom I often lower my ſtyle in my 
| Sermons, and addreſs them in a plain and pa- 
thetic manner: I ſometimes give previous no- 
tice, that I intend to preach particularly to 
them ; then vaſt crouds attend with remark- 
able ſeriouſneſs, and ſhew themſelves very 
thankful for ſuch a favour, and ſome are 
deeply impreſſed with divine things. At ſuch 
Sermons, the bulk of my white hearers are 
generally much affected, and manifeſt great 
FatisfaRtion ; which, by the way, is an addi- 
tional conviction to me, that the moſt plain, 
pathetic, and ſolemn diſcourſes, warmly ad- 
dreſſed to the Conſcience, are moſt likely to 
fave periſhing ſinners of all colours. 

I intend to preach a Sermon to the Negrees, 
and let them know the great obligations they 
are under to God for his goodneſs,” in making 
this additional Proviſion for them, and the im- 
portance of making a_right improvement of 
this Donation, and I ſhall examine them as to 
the knowledge they gain hereby, and am not 
without hopes, that many will improve in 
the knowledge of God and true Religion by 
theſe 1 * I have had the pleaſure of 8 
them ſing the Praiſes of God, and praying 
together, when others have been in their 
beds; and now they will have a variety of 


_ © *pood helps, I hope the work w 


ill go on with 
greater advantage. 2 
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3 ſelf, and do in the name 

iaries ackno the 
72 175 ions we are under to our London 
Friends, I believe a Charity was never better 
beſtowed, and doubt not but that theſe Poor 
will put up many earneſt Prayers for their 
good Friends beyond the great waters 


Iam, &c. 
Joan Topp. 


Copy of a Letter from the Rev. 
Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virgi- 
nia to J. F. Feb. 15, 1757. 


7 Dear SIR, 


Tx my Leners w my ovher correſpondent 
os nidulans. ear e 8 
are ſo many paragrap ating to the recep 
tion and Agkibution of the books I lately re- 


ceived, that I need not enlarge in my account 


to 

Such. liberal Aſſiftance to me in the diſc 
of my office, eſpecially that branch of it 
which relates to the Negroes, could not fall 
of affecting me with the moſt ardent 'grati- 
tude to God and man. And my pleaſure has 
been much increaſed by the promiſing appear» 
ances of its Succeſt among multitudes. 
Every new bolidation of Books ſets hun- 
_ treds upon attempting to read with freſh ea- 
gerneſs. Such of them as have already learn- 
ed, I furniſh with Bibles, Teftaments, 1 


| 1 & 
Bals ent, 1 


| Rev. Mr. Davies, e 7 © 


9 * ry © '” IT „ 
* . ey . \ a. 
SIA $ — 7 ” x 
, - % == +. 43." * * 


* 


firſt application to me. Many, come to me, 


who have not yet learned, but tell me, they 


are eager” to make trial, and want books for 
that purpoſe: Among theſe I. have divided the 
Spelling Boas, which were ſent, to me from 


ſome private hands, and I bid them come to 


me when they have learned them, and let me 


| ſee they can read, and then I ſhall furniſh 


them with other books. 

This method I take, to prevent the abuſe 
of the Books, which they are not capable of - 
uſing at preſent; for beſides thoſe who en- 
deavour to learn, from a deſire of Chriſtian 
knowledge, there are others who are excited 
to it by ambition, and natural curioſity: and, 
as theſe are not, I am afraid, under the in- 
fluence of a conſcientious Principle, I do not 
think it proper to truſt them too far, but 
oblige them to be honeſt, by keeping them 
under my eye. Some. of theſe,  who,. have 
Had Spelling Books but about, ſix weeks, have 

already come to me, and read pretty well; 
and one or two of them have repeated Matis 


firft Set o Catechiſms with great e ale, | 


This Charity ſeems alſo to have a very good 
effect upon the Maſters: They juſtly infer, 
that if it be the concern, of Strangers, at the 


. diſtance of near four thouſand, miles, to pro- 


pagate Chriſtianity among their domeſtics, it 


is much more their cu, who enjoy the fruit 


of their painful ſervice, and to whoſe care 
they are immediately intruſted. Sundry of 


my P eople are at the expence of ſendi ng their 


"young Negroes to ſchool, and others take pains 
o teach them at home; or, haying taught | 
2 18 * ' ' » | ; 3 one 
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em of them, they make him a teacher to 
the ret. «** of T5956 290 ba ' N uy 800 
I have ſent a number of the Boots to my 
worthy Brethren Meſſ. Wrigli and Henry, to 
be diſtributed in their congregations; and I 
know they will diſcharge the truſt with the 
utmoſt” chearfulneſs and fidelity. In my Let- 
ter to your Brother, you will find ſome ac- 
count of the uſe Mr. Vrigbt has made of a 
Former Parcel. And fince I ſent him ſome of 
the Jaft, he writes to me . Yeſterday about 
| © twenty. Negroes game to my lodgings for 
« "Books; and after public and private ad- 
1 dreſſes to them, I made a diſtribution of 
«oft of the parcel you were ſo goòd as to 
% ſend me. The contributions of our dear 
4 Friends in South Britain ſeem to raiſe a 
« very promiſing diſpoſition in many of the 

„ Negroes.” | 
I alſo ſent Mr. Richardſon a large ſhare. f 

the laſt cargo, to-diſtribute in his neighboyr- 
hopd,; where white and black have hut very 
orry means of. inſtruction. , He, has an unu- 
ſual degree of zeal for the converſion of the 
Negroes, although in a private ſtation ; and 
when he has finiſhed his ſtudies, I hope he 


Bl will be a ſucceſsful miflionary among the In- 


dian Savages, towards whom his heart is ſet. 
I am in great hopes; that this little harveſt 
amotig the r rt is but a Preſage of one 
more” extenſive among the Indian Natives of 
America. There is a ſcheme on foot for ſend- 
ing” Miſfionaries and School-maſters among 
whe Indians called the Chirokees,” ot Catawbi's, 
or both: "Phe former confiſt of about ſix or 
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ſeven thouſand ſouls z and the latter of about 


i 


a thouſand, I give this hint to the Society 
meerly, for the ſake of the pleaſure, which, 
know, ſuch intelligence will afford them. 
I doubt not, dear Sir, but you will continue 
your zealous efforts in this Apoſtolic ſervice z 
and, I am in hopes, à divine bleſfing 
tend it. Spelling Books, and Waits's two Setts 
of Catechiſms, are now moſt wanted og 
the Negroes. | 
I muſt requeſt you, Sir, to return my moſt 
affectionate acknowledgments, with thoſe of 
their poor grateful Benehciaries, to all thoſe 
generous perſons, who, as Members of the Se- 
ciety, or in a private Charatter, have contri» 
buted towards this important Charity. r. 
& 3 Rye i=: eee 
SAN. Davies. 


Extract of a . from the I 
Mr. Davies to the Rev. Mr. A 
Mares 17, 1737. 0 


8 hope the valuable ele en of. 
Books I have received from my Britifh 
Friends, are likely to be bleſſed. — ſaving 
many ſouls from death, in theſe 7 
earth; and ſuch an afliſtance to me in the 
K of my miniſtry among white and 
| fr quently lved my heart into 
2 150 of gratitude ra God and man. 

It ſeems to me, my dear Brother, that the 
good People * 


4 =) 
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one bold puſh in the cauſe of CHRIST, Which 
has been declining for ſo many years. Thex 
ſpate nd expence of money or labour; but 
eſteem doing good, though at the diſtance of 
four thouſand miles, and the loweſt 
parts of human nature, as a ſelf-rewardi 
duty. By their means, I hope a number ok 
poor African Slaves will be made the Lord's 
free men; and a number of Indian Savages, 
in time, will be divinely poliſhed into meek 
diſciples of the harmleſs Lamb of Gon. 
be the Origin of all good! his crea» 
in the height of their benevolence, ars 
pend and 
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Extract f a Fetter Rath 4 Gentle 


man in Town to his F riend in 


Contzining, ſome! Obſervations on the 
fes LI DT ERS. 8 
RON * 


Gir che Er Sir," „ abe ae Ob- 
ſervation” before-I ſend this long Letter, 
which is, that though by Mr. Davies's Ac 
count, his ſucceſs a for ſome weeks before 
— wrote, feemed to decline, ahd ſome of His 
we toes have diſappointed bis expectations, 
rovidence has abundanfly® made up this 
Complaint (which I hope will“ not Taft long) 
by the acceſſion of others, whe are with ſue- 
ceſs duilding on the foundation le has Had the 
honour to ax. | 202909 
©: In'thethird Letter is he rſt Aeg ünt -W 
have ever hid"6f-theſe*Hew labourers in oy} 
great "Maſter's vi ard 3. and I Tam 
Freatly miſtaken in calculation; what thi 
Have already done, greatly exceeds all the Ac- 
counts we eve# had” before, whillt the. 8 | 
was confineck within his own' di 
Mundt has two hundred added to his Nen 
fince he came among them, and chbugh he is 
not very exprefs,-what number of ele ere 
Negroes, the difference with me is not * 
for, whatever jo the acceſſion of theſe 
happy flaves will always give. me, I do 2 
doat ſo much on their colour, as to be inat- 


bende to, or unthankful for the "RE ye 
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the. Goſpel among the Natives of Vi ir ginia; 
as Lam afraid the greateſt part of them were 
almoſt as. ignorant, and quite as vicicus, as the 
worlt of thoſe African. 
Mr. Todd has conſtantly * hundred Ne- 
Gs attending the three -places. of publig 
orſhip where: he preachies, with remarkable | 
eriouſn i ALI ſome are deeply impreſſed with 
eie e 'ng Mr. Henry, de think, is 
one of the laſt who has ſettled in Virginia, 
has had the honour of tting thirty ſpiri- 
. tual Children ; in which calculation, Mr. Da- 
wies, Jays, he is by no means extravagant. 
What colour theſe are of I'do not know, but 
in Chriſt Jeſus they are all one. 4 
The two worthy Miniſters who have car- 
ried their, labours among the Apulachian moun- 
tains, the wildeſt and moſt barbarous part of 
America, are not without ſeals to their mi- 
— * even there. Thus, my dear Sir, when 
od gives the Word, great will be the num- 
ber of thoſe. that publiſh it; and as he never 
ſends any, where he has not ſome work 
them to do, and ſome People to be gathered 
in; I have good reaſon to hope that multi- 
tudes will be added, by their means, to ur 
Church, of ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. 
My time will not permit me to add 1 
mare, except, what I hope vou will pardon 
me for oblerving, as I am. ſure it is a reſlec- 
tion you ſtand in no need of; viz. that thoſe 
ſupplies which were ſufficient for Mt. Davies, 
whilſt he continued fingle in this glorious 
Work, will, I hope, be found very unequal 
1 the future demands at the wnited Bop urs 


— 
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3 e 4abGrers. Got hav provide 3 
5 18 more Fedthers,; and opened more mouth sse ö 
E '.  - gterve divine Nourifhment, und” ie wenn de 
=. pity that any of them ſhould periſh,” ſox _ 74 
; ol it. The:divine Providence has « | 
* . Hel  yineyard,: and it is our duty to take care boy is - 
perly planted. ,- He hath hned- their 
| A "Pan and inclined their hearts to the work, 
4 VG 
8 © ware with? 24 2> N Nu. 
| They will meet n 
. 8 enough, when we have exerted our — to 
> + ſupport them. I am afraid, they oſten preach 
| in hunger, and nakedneſs, ho ſome of them 
in danger of their lives. They make no com- 
Plaints of theſe, they aſk no augmentation of 
== e 
petition for; the means of 
. — Ba of their perſonal labbursy 
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